


 
 

 

Journal of International Law and Comity (JILC) is published by Weeramantry 
Centre for Peace, Justice and International Law (Weera Centre). It is a double 
peer-reviewed, open-access, biannual journal; welcoming submissions related 
to the pressing issues of international law that carry high human and non-
human impact.  

For further details, email at: 

weeracentre@gmail.com | weerajilc@gmail.com 
URL: https://weeracentre.org/issues/ 

 
Weera Centre 

Chi 3, Greater Noida, 
Gautam Buddh Nagar, 

Uttar Pradesh, India – 201310. 
 
 

© 
COPYRIGHT POLICY 

The copyright of the published works shall vest jointly with the contributor 
and Weera Centre. For activities that do not amount to monetization, the 
material can be shared as per respective territorial laws in force.   

All contributors consent to indemnify the Weera Centre towards all claims, 
suits and consequences based on any claim of copyright infringement or 
unauthorized use arising as a result of their contribution being published in 
JILC.  

Cite as:  

[Volume:Number] J. Int’l Law & Com. [Page] [Year]  



 

 

 Journal of International Law and Comity 
Volume 2 |Number 1  
Summer 2021                                    ADVISORY BOARD 

_____________________________________ 
 

CSR Murthy 
Formerly Professor, CIPOD, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 

India. 
 

Daniel Rietiker 
Senior Lawyer, European Court of Human Rights (Strasbourg) and 

International Law Lecturer at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland.  
 

Haider Ala Hamoudi 
Professor and Vice Dean, School of Law, University of Pittsburgh, 

U.S.A.   
 

Michael Fakhri  
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food and Associate Professor, 

University of Oregon School of Law, U.S.A.  
 

Obiora Chinedu Okafor 
Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Canada. 

 
Paul Arnell 

Reader in Law, Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, U.K. 
 

Ratna Kapur 
Professor, Queen Mary University of London, U.K. 

 
Selvi Ganesh 

Associate Professor, Ambo University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
 

Vasuki Nesiah 
Associate Professor, New York University - Gallatin, U.S.A. 



 
 

 Journal of International Law and Comity 
Volume 2 |Number 1  
Summer 2021                                          TEAM 

_____________________________________ 
 

 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 

Sahana Reddy 

 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Sheela Rai 

Harisankar Sathyapalan 

Deepa Kansra 

Mohammad Umar 

Moumita Mandal 

Niteesh K. Upadhyay 

Thamil Venthan Ananthavinayagan 

Anwar Sadat 

Nizamuddin Siddiqui 

Neha Chauhan 

Anirudha Choudhury 

 

ASSISTANT EDITORS 

Naasha F. Anklesaria 

Matthew Shuck 

 

 



 

 

 Journal of International Law and Comity 
Volume 2 |Number 1  
Summer 2021                       CONTENTS 

_____________________________________ 
ARTICLES 

Modern Day Slavery in the Tea Gardens of Bangladesh: Abolished 
in Law, Persisting in Fact 
FATEMAA WAARIITHAH AHSAN &  PRIYA AHSAN CHOWDHURY                     1-28 

 
The Nigeria Correctional Service Act, 2019 and the Right to 
Diversion: An Appraisal in the Light of CRA and CRC 
SYLVESTER TERHEMEN UHAA                                                                                   29-51 
 
Immunity Passports and the Necessity of Human Rights 
Compliance by States: A Normative Critique 
KAVYA SALIM                                                                                                                  52-77 
 
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam and the Nile: International 
Legal and Political Implications 
MENNA KHALED & MICHAEL MULLIGAN                                                             78-97 

 
Domestic and International Legal Evaluation of the Dwindling 
Space for Dissent in Sri Lanka  
PULASTHI HEWAMANNA                                                                                   98-120 

 
CASE COMMENT 

The Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé (ICC-
AC, 31 March 2021) 
LUÍS BARTILOTTI MATOS                                                                                         121-130 

BOOK REVIEW 

I Am the People: Reflections on Popular Sovereignty Today- Partha 
Chatterjee 
MOHAMMAD UMAR                                                                                                   131-134 



 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

 I AM THE PEOPLE: REFLECTIONS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY 

TODAY. By Partha Chatterjee. Permanent Black & Ashoka 
 

Reviewed by 

Mohammad Umar  

Assistant Professor (Law), Bennett University, India | 
Founder Advisor, Weeramantry Centre for Peace, Justice and International Law. 

 mohd.umar@bennett.edu.in 
 
 

I Am the People is based on the Ruth Benedict 
Lectures delivered at Columbia University in 2018. Designated as 
Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and of Middle Eastern, South 
Asian and African Studies at the same institution, Chatterjee is a known 
name for scholars engaging with nationalism in nation-states and its 
many nuances. In his short but well-contrived book, Chatterjee offers 
an interesting take on the pathology  
populist sovereignty as it exists today.  

Populism, Chatterjee argues, is a by-product of liberal and neo-liberal 
occurred on the 

char  the anti-imperial dissent of Radha Binod Pal in the 
famous Tokyo Trial. While the latter ideated anti-colonial nationalism 

can well ensure civil 



 
 

the German nation and how he mooted for linguistic signs as things of 

times that followed.  

In Chapter 2, however, the book explores the reasons for the dwindling 
moral suasion of a nation-state. It cites Michel Foucault who disagreed 
with the underlying premises of a seemingly just social contract in (a 
rather elusive) ethical state. For Foucault, such a social contract does 
not serve the purpose as the 

the war to continue to 
Cha s theorisation of capital-

s the 
bourgeoisie strategize the nature of moral claims of the state for its own 

y to liberal and then 
to neo-

governmentalities because their sovereignty boils down to nothing 
 

Chapter 3 proceeds with the 
acknowledging that it involves wielding an educative function over 
civil society. This notorious functionality of state finds a more 
pronounced manifestation in the populist sovereign that operates (in 
E

other in society. He does a contextual case study of the 
three different forms of populism that India witnessed in the short span 
of its independent history- the Dravidian politics, the governmental 
populism of the former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and the 
ideological populism of the current regime with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the top. His conclusion is that with the support of 



 

 

technology and media

state, orchestrated by the passive revolution of the capital. There is a 
visible loss in the moral sanctity of electoral decisions because of the 
manipulated voting patterns in so-called democratic societies.  

But a populist sovereign is a risky resource even for the capital. The 
recent unfolding in the Greek, British and American polities prove the 
volatility of the idea as it is indispensably entrenched with dependence 
on a charismatic leader, authoritarianism and dominance of the capital. 
This negative aspect allows Chatterjee, in Chapter 4, to repose the trust 
in the , he hopes for a possibility 
of the emergence of 
pedagogical project which offers an unrelenting critique of the 
institutions and positions of power.  

But with someone like Partha Chatterjee, one expects more concrete 
answers. The experiment of a populist sovereign cannot be divorced 

- on whom the author 
continues to rest his faith. His optimism meanders through select events 
occurring in different nations, but the choice of comparison appears 
incongruent at places. For instance, he somehow finds an equivalence 
between the ouster of regimes in Thailand, Egypt and Brazil and terms 

powers. 

Having said this, it would be unfair to expect the final word on the 
complex and multihued issue that the author chooses to engage with. 
Chatterjee has been a pioneer in studies on nationalism, and in a way, 
can be credited with taking one of the first diagnostic steps towards 
remedying the fallouts of populism. It may not be a book based on law 
per se, but  postulations can be quite helpful for international 
lawyers trying to study the behaviour of states as international actors. 
One of the features of populism is that it can very well sway the foreign 
policies of the governments in a particular direction. Former American 



 
 
President Donald  disgust towards international trading 
institutions, as Chatterjee also notes, is a case at hand.  

The need is to carry forward this pedagogical project and explore more 
dimensions to it. The twentieth-century experiment of nation-states 
does not appear to be working very well. 

  

*****  


